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The World of Roses
The World of Roses encompasses Regional, State, National and International bodies.

The focal point of rose growing and exhibiting in South Australia is The Rose Society of South 
Australia Inc (RSSA), one of five state rose bodies in Australia. The RSSA has the largest 
membership base of any of the Australian State organisations. This is understandable, as Adelaide 
is often referred to as the “Rose Capital of the Australia”!

South Australia has a large reservoir of expert administrators and growers who are united in a 
charter: “To provide excellence and innovation in the promotion of the rose”. Even better, they are 
always willing to provide guidance and advice to newcomers, whether they are novice or experienced 
growers and/or exhibitors. One just has to ask.

Like many of the Australian State bodies, the South Australian body has regional clubs/branches. 
In South Australia, they include: South East Branch, spanning a broad area from Kingston to 
Mt Gambier; Chaffey Rose Club, embracing members from the Riverland, Riverina and Sunraysia 
(yes, they draw some members from far west Victoria and New South Wales); and Roses on Eyre, 
attracting members from as far west as Ceduna across the Eyre Peninsula to Cummins and Port 
Lincoln. All club and branch members are members of the RSSA too.

The culture of roses varies slightly within the RSSA’s regions, as do club activities. Some branches 
hold Rose Shows or support Agricultural Shows. Some hold pruning demonstrations and some do 
day trips. All hold regular meetings.

All state organisations are members of the National Rose Society of Australia (NRSA). The NRSA 
is an organisation developed over 50 years ago to better integrate communication and friendship 
between State organisations. The NRSA holds Annual meetings and National Shows. These rotate 
between States, as does the Presidency, to ensure equity and a constant flow of 
fresh ideas. There are no individual members of the NRSA; states elect delegates 
to represent their views and meetings and in written communications.

The ultimate body is the World Federation of Rose Societies (WFRS), an 
organisation of 39 member countries. Australia has been an active member 
contributor to this group since its inception and has supplied three Presidents, istock.com/hidesy
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an Executive Director and a Treasurer to the body’s management. WFRS members stage triennial 
and Regional Conventions. They work diligently via its Vice-Presidents and various committees 
to produce real outcomes for every facet of rose culture and diplomacy. Much of the work of the 
WFRS has practical application to everyday rose growing and enjoyment.

5 State bodies

•	 Rose Society of South Australia
•	 Rose Society of Victoria
•	 Rose Society of New South 

Wales
•	 Queensland Rose Society
•	 Rose Society of Western 

Australia
•	 None in the Northern Territory 

or Tasmania

Regionals within some States

Special interest groups

Councils elected as per each 

State’s Constitution

Own judges’ training

National Rose Society of  
Australia

No individual members

Represent 2500–3000 members
State’s pay per “capitation” +  a 
publication levy

Produces The Australian Rose 
Annual

President fixed rotation, AGM and 
National Show rotates with President

National Standards for judging

National Rose Trial Garden of 
Australia representation

World Federation of Rose 
Societies

39 Member countries

Registered Charity

Triennial Conventions

Regional Conventions

Many subcomittees eg Judges, 
Awards, Conservation,
Classication, Breeders

Decisions at different levels

Executive

Council

Friends
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The structure and features of rose organisations of relevance to Australians

Information presented in this document has been derived from a 
presentation given to a national conference of special flower growers 
by Rose Society of South Australia Life Member, Gavin Woods ARA 
SMA, in 2023.


